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It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast. I will come to visions and 
revelations of the Lord: I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—
whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, 
God knows—such a one was caught up to the third heaven. And I know such a 
man—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows— 
how he was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which it 
is not lawful for a man to utter. Of such a one I will boast; yet of myself I will 
not boast, except in my infirmities. For though I might desire to boast, I will 
not be a fool; for I will speak the truth. But I refrain, lest anyone should think 
of me above what he sees me to be or hears from me. And lest I should be 
exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the 
flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted 
above measure. Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that 
it might depart from me. And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for 
My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather 
boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I 
take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in 
distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong. I have 
become a fool in boasting; you have compelled me. For I ought to have been 
commended by you; for in nothing was I behind the most eminent apostles, 
though I am nothing. Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished among 
you with all perseverance, in signs and wonders and mighty deeds. II 
Corinthians 12:1-12 NKJV 
 
Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—I am more: in labors more 
abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths 
often. From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one. Three times 
I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a 
night and a day I have been in the deep; in journeys often, in perils of waters, 
in perils of robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, 
in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils 
among false brethren; in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger 
and thirst, in fasting often, in cold and nakedness— besides the other things, 



what comes upon me daily: my deep concern for all the churches. Who is 
weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I do not burn with 
indignation? If I must boast, I will boast in the things which concern my 
infirmity. II Corinthians 11:23-30 NKJV 
 
I affirm, by the boasting in you which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die 
daily. I Corinthians 15:31 NKJV 
 
Therefore the sisters sent to Him, saying, “Lord, behold, he whom You love is 
sick.” When Jesus heard that, He said, “This sickness is not unto death, but for 
the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it. John 11:3-4 
NKJV 
 
Now a great many of the Jews knew that He was there; and they came, not for 
Jesus’ sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom He had raised 
from the dead. But the chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to death also, 
because on account of him many of the Jews went away and believed in Jesus. 
John 12:9-11 NKJV 
 
Suddenly, a hand touched me, which made me tremble on my knees and on 
the palms of my hands. And he said to me, “O Daniel, man greatly beloved, 
understand the words that I speak to you, and stand upright, for I have now 
been sent to you.” While he was speaking this word to me, I stood trembling. 
Then he said to me, “Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you set 
your heart to understand, and to humble yourself before your God, your 
words were heard; and I have come because of your words. But the prince of 
the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days; and behold, Michael, 
one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left alone there with 
the kings of Persia. Daniel 10:10-13 NKJV 
 
And said, “If you diligently heed the voice of the Lord your God and do what is 
right in His sight, give ear to His commandments and keep all His statutes, I 
will put none of the diseases on you which I have brought on the Egyptians. 
For I am the Lord who heals you.” Exodus 15:26 NKJV 
 
Bless the Lord, O my soul; And all that is within me, bless His holy name! Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits: Who forgives all your 
iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, Psalms 103:1-3 NKJV  
 


